1. How do we get parents involved in Internet
safety?
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Ideas and suggestions to help improve parental engagement in e-safety issues
When it comes to young people, we hear all too often that online safety is not just a
matter for teachers to educate our pupils, but for parents to take responsibility and for
the Internet providers to provide adequate protection at the source. While the latter is a
cause that the government is positioned to handle, it still seems that schools are not only
in charge of pupil education, but also getting parents up-to-speed too.
The challenge of engaging parents in matters of e-safety is perpetual. Schools often
struggle to get the message across to the parents – be that due to poor attendance at
open evenings, or simply because it’s just easier for the parent to hand over the iPad to
the child because they know how to use it better!
Empowering pupils
However, we also hear some great ideas from schools about how they are dealing with
the issue – most recently from Matthew Moss High School in Rochdale. During a recent e
-safety day, the school took the decision to empower the children in taking the Internet
safety message home to their parents. The pupils completed the online parent training
(available from E-safety Support) and then went on to developing posters and slides that
they could share with their parents
Dave Leonard, ICT Manager at Matthew Moss commented, "Having already distributed
the ‘Get E-Smart’ pupil training to all students in KS3 we were looking for ways to reinforce the e-safety message to learners. One issue that we face, in common with many
schools, is making parents and carers aware of the importance of e-safety. I discussed
this with our Head of Family who was running the e-safety day and we decided to try to
switch things around by asking learners to train their parents. We used the ‘E-safety
Training for Parents’ course as the basis of our work with students and they produced resources and examples with which to facilitate discussions with their parents. The students enjoyed the sense of responsibility and it was a very effective way of ensuring that
e-safety is considered at home as well as at school"

April 2018
Other ideas for schools
Below are some other suggestions that could help engagement with parents at your
school.
Parent assemblies Have your pupils run an e-safety parents assembly – this could be quite powerful if the
children themselves point out the risks that they need their parents to help protect them
from. Prior to holding such an event, carry out an audit (one is available to E-safety Support Premium Plus members) to highlight key areas of concern, which can then be pinpointed within the session.
Homework books If your pupils have homework books, perhaps a regular tip, news headline or similar
could be included in that to keep the message getting out.
School events Have an e-safety 'stall' at your next school fair. This could provide an opportunity for parents to have a chat about any concerns they may have or to simply be given more information in a less formal setting.
AUP Have parents signed an acceptable use policy? Again, this is something you can download
from E-safety Support and issue via email.
Pupil surveys Carry out anonymous surveys of your pupils about time spent online, usage of social media, how they feel about cyberbullying etc and share these results with parents – they
may be surprised by the findings.
Videos - If you are using videos from CEOP / NSPCC for example in the classroom, send
the link to parents so they can watch it too
Dedicated web page - Make sure your website includes the name of the teacher responsible for e-safety.

Link: https://www.e-safetysupport.com/stories/304/how-do-we-get-parents-involvedin-internet-safety#.WrzLPdTwaUl
For more information about e safety :

go to http://www.blackpoolaspireacademy.co.uk

come into school and talk to a member of Student Services

